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Volunteering is the spark in 


‘Stretch’ Corlett’s engine 


By RACHEL WECKER 
Of The Daily Astorian 


olunteering is good for the soul. And driving is t 


way to do it. At least that is the impression Jim 
“Stretch” Corlett gives when he shares his com 
nity service experiences. 


Stretch, as he has long been known by his friends, was 
awarded a Certificate of Appreciation on June 5 from the 
city of Astoria for 30 years of service as a city and schoo 
bus driver and 13 years as a committed volunteer. 

Stretch, moved to A 
ria in 1966 after retiring’ 
from 20 years in the Co: 
Guard. He got a job driv 
the city bus and spent t 
next 30 years alternating 
between the city and school 
buses until his recent retire- 
ment. But his driving days 
are not over. 

Stretch began volun- 
teering in his off-duty hours 
by driving an unscheduled 
holiday route to the Lions 
Club Christmas dinner. He 
received permission to run 
the bus so people without 
transportation could attend. 
The Lions, a service organi- 
zation that helps people 
with sight and hearing prob- 
lems and diabetes, recog- 
nized his community service 
2 and invited him to become a 
Jim “Stretch” Corlett = member. Stretch has been 

volunteering ever since. 

“I figured life was not worth anything (before I began volun- 
teering),” said Stretch, who does not come across as someone who 
would have a hard time enjoying life: 

Stretch credits the Lions Club with motivating him to help peo- 
ple. He heard about the Volunteer Program, a state program fund- 
ed by the Department of Human Resources, and has been one of 
their most consistent volunteer drivers for several years. People 
who need rides are recommended to Volunteer Program by case- 
workers from Adult and Family Services, Children’s Services, 
Senior Services and Mental Health Services. Stretch is then asked 
to drive them to the hospital. 

“There is no other way for people to get to hospitals,” he said. 
He regularly travels as far as Portland with riders. 


opportunity to share stories with them and listen to them dur- 

ing travel time. 

“(Volunteering) makes you feel good,” said Stretch. And keeps 
im busy. If he is not en route to a hospital he is at a Lions Club 
community service event. His answering machine is a trusty friend 
since he is rarely home during the day to receive direct calls. 

“T feel a lot better about myself, knowing I helped someone,” 
Stretch reflected. “People have been great and really thankful that 
we have the service.” 

— Stretch did not forget io emphasize that Volunteer Prograin can 
always use more volunteers. . 
“A lot of people don’t know (about Volunteer Program),” said 
Stretch. He would like to see more people involved in the commu- 
nity. nes 

“If you do volunteer you start feeling good about yourself,” said 
tretch as he rushed off to pick someone up at the hospital. “That's 


hat happened tome.” 4 | 


Sor: says he makes friends when he is driving. He has the 
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The tax man 


By CATHY PETERSON 
Of The Daily Astorian 


am Plagata has a present 
for you and it’s nota 
fruitcake. 

Think taxes. 

The energetic Astorian is a crusader 
for making our state and federal taxes 
easier to file. He’s a helper of the young, 
the old, the tax-prepared challenged. 

Yes, Plagata could be called Clatsop 
County’s “Tax Man.” 

Get him talking about taxes and the 
animated septuagenarian brings up a 
favorite cause: Tax Aide, a free program 
for assisting people who need help 
preparing their income tax returns. 

The Internal Revenue Service, the Ore- 
gon Department of Revenue and the 
American Association of Retired Persons, 
sponsor the program statewide to benefit 
seniors, people with disabilities, low- and 
moderate-income people and non-English 
speakers. Tax-Aide volunteers help their 
clients fill out forms such as the 1040EZ, 

1040A and a basic Form 1040. They keep 
an eye out for times when itemizing 
deductions and taking advantage of such 
benefits as the Earned Income Credit and 
Credit for the Elderly might be appropri- 
ate. 

“We have to be committed to giving 
satisfaction to our clients,” Plagata says. 

It’s his eighth year as a Tax-Aide vol- 
unteer. Plagata also coordinates Clatsop 
County’s program, which offers tax help 
in Astoria and Seaside. 

The volunteers steer clear of anything 
that might be handled more appropriately 
by professional tax preparers. As for the 
clients, some come back year after year to 
get help on their taxes, sometimes assis- 


‘. tance as minor as a glance over a com- 


e 
giveth i 


ANDY DOLAN — The Daily Astorian 


Sam Plagata, an Astoria resident who gives free tax-preparation advice in Clatsop Coun- 
ty, says his volunteer work brings great satisfaction and he encourages others to join him. 


pleted form. Other clients haul in shop- 
ping bags full of financial records, plop 
them on the volunteer’s table and say 
“help me.” 

Plagata has had a grateful client offer 
him the shirt off of his back, a gift the 
volunteer declined. 

“Tt’s totally free,” he says of the ser- 
vice. “A mere thank you is sufficient.” 


Beginning today and lasting 
until Friday, Dec. 22, The 
Daily Astorian profiles 
groups and individuals who 


WMG go out of their way to help 
others throughout the year. 


For those of you who plan to file taxes 
but can’t take advantage of the Tax-Aide 
program, Plagata offers some stocking 
stuffers. - : 

Be sure to sign the return, he says. 
You would be surprised how many peo- 
ple don’t. Also, don’t forget to include 
your Social Securitynumber. In addition, 
if you send a check in, make sure you 


_ and giveth 


include your Social Securitynumber on | 


the check and indicate the year for which . 


you are paying taxes. And don’t staple 
checks to forms. Do check your math and - 
make sure answers are written in the 
proper spaces. 

“Read the forms carefully and answer 
the questions correctly,” he says. 


lagata oversees a group of about 
eight volunteers and says he’s 


‘ 
" 


always looking for more. The com-_ 


mitment requires at least four hours a 
week from February through April 15. 

Volunteers learn how to prepare a sim-_ 
ple tax return by completing a weeklong 
course in basic income-tax-return prepa- 
ration. The free training starts the first 
week of January. The volunteers are not _ 
considered to be professional tax prepar- . 
ers and aren’t held legally responsible for 
the tax return. 

The program has been a popular one. 
Last year, the IRS trained more than 800 | 
volunteers in Oregon. This year, Tax- 
Aide volunteers are needed who can 
speak Spanish and Asian languages. 

“Tt’s not because you get anything 


materially,” Plagata says of his volunteer 


work. “It’s helping people that counts.” 
O00 
Help will be available during tax sea- 
son from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays at the 


Astoria Senior Center and noon to 4 p.m. . ~ 


Wednesdays at the Seaside Community 
Center. There’s also a.program at the 


Tongue Point Job Corps Center, says . 


Plagata, but it serves mostly people affili- . 


ated with the center. 
For more information about volun- 


teering, call Plagata at 325-7908 through ~ 


December. You can also call the 


statewide IRS toll-free number, (800) ‘ 


829-1040 or write Taxpayer Education, 
P.O. Box 2709, Portland, Ore., 97208. 
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Astorian’s goodwill 
merits recognition 


Astorian ANDREW HONCHARENKO used to look over his 
shoulder pretty carefully before going aboard Soviet ships 
docked at Astoria. He thought perhaps townspeople wouldn’t 
understand his purpose. 

Not to fear — for his several years of friendship with the 
foreign sailors, he has received recognition from both his 
hometown of Astoria, and his ancestral home of Russia. 

Honcharenko has a couple of flattering letters to add to his 
scrapbook. 

One from Clatsop County Commissioner DEBORAH BOONE 
thanking him for being such a good friend of the Russian 
sailors who have visited Astoria, and one from MYKOLA 
CHEPOVETSKY from the English-language “News from 
Ukraine.”’ A 

Chepovetsky sent a Matryoskha doll “‘to remind you of us — 
the editorial staff of News from Ukraine.” 

The letter went on to say ‘‘Judging by your letters to NFU 
and your meetings with the crews of Soviet vessels calling in 
Astoria you can be well called a goodwill ambassador 
promoting friendship between the USSR andthe US. __ 

“Your chaperoning of Soviet seamen certainly has its 
positive effect on your guests for you help them learn more - 
about the distant but friendly country America.” 


7 f', 
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/ONGee VESsels cailine in Astoria you can be well called =] goodwill) 
enbassador promoting friendship between the USSR and the US 
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four cnaperoning of Soviet seamen certainly has its positive effect 


@. your guests for you help them learn more about the distant but 


friendly country America. 
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Volunteers keep activities on track 


APth 22 APES 
A is city program 


will sing their praises 


By ANDREA KENNET 
Of The Daily Astorian 


White-haired women look up 
from their ceramic painting asa 
piercing whistle heralds the 
blazing passage cf a locomotive. 

“Oh, it’s just Andy with his toy,” 
one of the women laughs as the 
women concentrate again on their 
work. 


‘‘Andy”’ is Andy Honcharenko, who 
has lovingly restored a pair of model 
trains that once chugged about the old 
Astoria Clinic. 


The common denominator he and the 
women nearby share is that the activities ~ 
they — and many others — enjoy depend 
on volunteer efforts of Astoria residents 
who have madea difference for the: 
community. ES . 

Honcharenko, for example, featbred 
the model trains at the Astoria Senior 
Center and the paper mache landscape 
and built a wooden framework that holds 
it all. The Lower Columbia Model 
Railroad Club put together the tracks 
and trains Honcharenko used. He spent 
countless hours from last summer into 
February on the project for no pay other 
than the enjoyment he and others get 
from running the trains. 

The women whose attention was 
momentarily captured by the train 


The Daily Astorlan—ANDRE EAKENNET 
whistle at the Senior Center wouldn’t = Keeping a model train on track is one way volunteers like Andy Honcharenko help out the Astoria city government. 
have ceramics to work on if it weren’t for 

Bill Clarke. The 73-year-old Astoria 


La a a eR 


: : A difficult if it hadn’t been for Bonnie human resources director. certificates were given Monday to city 
retiree virtually runs the ceramics © Eo: : : \ 
program at the center. He pours liquid Dathes, who has spent four yea eee In some ways, the so-called ‘‘new”” epedel pra pater iy 5 Ce atone ae 
mixture into molds to make pitchers, _ indexing more than a hundred years. _ program, which was endorsed Monday Asche know bt aniy other thet has an? 
statues and knick-knacks for others to worth of newspapers. . by the City Council, puts down on paper Rroamised casa atid tec oran 22 Gabel 
decorate, and kiln-fires the greenware These are examples. There are more: what’s already being done, according to abs ho turned tothe rata Céater 
and glazed products. Andon Monday — each month, anywhere from adozentoa Gabel. But the improvements come in tee Ci Han Yacalvoment te Bolder 
afternoons, he calls bingo fora hundred volunteers serve ascoachesfor expanded opportunities for volunteers to ’ 


half-dozen or more players at the Senior youth sports sponsored by the Parksand _ work in city government, training for Colo., for assistance in developing 
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formal recognition for volunteers’ 
ee efforts. # ee 


said. Afterward, each department will e/, 
make requests for volunteers for specific — é 
jobs or projects. Recruiting for iff 
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Library, aman seeking information 


So far, the praises of such volunteers 
about a past event thumbs through index 


have been largely unsung, but that will 
change with a ‘‘new and improved” - 


cards, finds the topic typed on a card and © : 


references to newspaper articles. His 
search would have been a lot more 


Volunteers pee 


Continued from Page 1 


The advantages to city govern- 
ment of using volunteers are fairly 
obvious, Gabel said. They enable 


“This is where I’m putting my time 
in now, where there’s people.”’ 
Oathes said her work at the 
library seemed a natural thing to 
do. “I spend so much time in the 


‘THE CITY WILL award certificates 


volunteer services program developed . 
by Phyllis Gabel, the city government’s 


/. 


had grown through his volunteer 
work. He initially balked at working 
on the model trains because “they, 
weren’t my cup of tea, you might 


: and service pins to volunteers. The first 
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volunteers will begin in mid-May. 
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: : : say. But after I got started, I just + = 
the city government to provide library anyway.” had to finish it. It really got to be ~f “dl ae. | f 
Services or do projects that The 60 hours a week she spends as interesting.” A. 
otherwise might not be done. Volun- the library’s history researcher , ~ , 
teers will not be used to replace gives her a personai satisfaction, _H€ even provided the sound : 
paid workers, however. she said. She likes being a volunteer effects, MER ateeen wets) of train . 
Although pay isn’t one of them, because she has more freedom than 0lses from ie library. “It makes 
there are benefits for the volun- a regular employee would have and tt more realistic, you see. The ae SL, 
teers, Gabel said. People who want yet “I’m like a part of that family.” come in here and watch (the trains)! J, 
to use skills they can’t employ in Oathes, 46, runs the Don’s Dog- "4 their eyes get big. Cy 
their regular jobs or who want to gies hot dog stand with her Honcharenko is now learning how ; 4/ 
learn or improve skills can do soas husband. to refurbish furniture by restoring a ' a / 
volunteers. Volunteer experience HONCHARENKO, 73, SAID he Pool table atthe Senior Center. _ hn} % 
can help people who are looking for = KR. Y, 
a first job or one in a new career, nd be =, 
she said. Most employers consider 4 ma 
volunteer experience as well as ra - 
paid. . € 
ALTHOUGH MUNICIPAL JOBS 


are filled by competition under civil 
service regulations, volunteer expe- 
rience can help an applicant, she 
said. Librarian Dorothy Kappel was 
a volunteer at the library before she 
was hired. Conversely, long-time 
library worker Jean McKinney is 
the volunteer Bookshelf editor. 

For some people, volunteer work 
is a way to pass the time. 

“I like to do these things. Now 
that I’m retired, I like to shoot a 
little pool and so forth, but to me, 
I’ve got to do a little work,” said 
Honcharenko, a retired automobile 
painter and auto body repairman. 

Clarke’s reasons are similar: 
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‘This is the best place that ever happened for 


senior citizens in town here,’ 69-year-old Eldon 
Benson of the Astoria Senior Center said Tuesday 
as he waited for his turn at the pool table. ‘We 
really enjoy it.’ And what the men at the senior 
center seem to enjoy most on rainy days, besides 
socializing, are games of pool. Above, 90-year-old 
Astoria native Wayne ‘John Wayne’ Ostrom lets a 
shot fly. Left, Eldon Benson finds a corner pocket a 
good holder for his cane as he sizes up his next shot 
while Roy Woods, 80, looks on. Below, Dave ‘The 
Slave’ Fauver, 65, cracks a grin as he lines up an ) 
eight-ball shot. s 


Andy Honcharenko cranks up another 
tune Tuesday as he demonstrates the 1915 
Amberola phonograph he restored for the 
Astoria Senior Center. 


The phonograph was among personal 
items willed to the center by the late Don 
Sack of Astoria. With the help of Jim 
Krettler of the Astoria Parks and 
Recreation Department, Honcharenko 
researched what a new 1915 model 
phonograph would look like and restored 
the player, which had come to the center in 


The Dally Astorian—KENT KERR 


| Cranking it up 


pieces. The city government provided the 
materials and Honcharenko the labor. 


The old phonograph uses a hand crank 
for power and plays cylindrical records. 
Included in the 61 tunes stored in front 
two drawers of the cabinet are such golden 
oldies as: ‘Yankee Doodle’; ‘Annie 
Laurie’; ‘Home Sweet Home’; ‘Dry Those 
Tears,’ by Mary Carson; ‘Sweet Peggy 
Magee,’ by Jones & Spencer; and ‘I’m 
Forever Blowing Bubbles,’ by Hart & Shaw, 
the cylinder for which was dated 1902. 


January 3, 1989 


CITY OF ASTORIA 
OFFICE OF 
PARKS & RECREATION 


TQ: Jim Flint, Mayor Henningsgaard and Members of the Astoria City 
Council 
FROM: Fred Lindstrom 


SUBJECT: Volunteer Recognition of Andy Honcharenko 


On behalf of the City of Astoria Parks and Recreation Department, we wish to 
recognize a very special friend and volunteer for outstanding contributions 
to the Astoria Senior Center, especially during 1988. 


Andy Honcharenko has shared his time, energy and many talents since 1982. I 
would like to highlight some of Andy's special contributions during the past 
year: 


He restored a model railroad which was donated by Dr. Rappaport and the 
Astoria Clinic. This involved approximately 250 hours of work. 


He restored a 1905 Brunswick pool table donated by the Eagles Lodge. 
Andy worked over 600 hours to complete the project. 


He fabricated speaker stands for the Senior PA system involving 20 
hours. 


Andy is currently working to restore a 1915 Edison phonograph. 


He has frequently displayed his unique collection of scale model auto- 
mobiles and farm equipment. Andy, who is a retired automobile body 
repairman, fabricates every piece of each model using scrap metal and 


scavenged material. Andy plans to donate his collection to the Senior 
Center. 


In addition to these projects, Andy vacuums the carpets every week, he 
repairs furniture, he sets up the Center for music programs and he 
Participates in music programs playing a variety of instruments 
including violin, guitar, harmonica, piano and even a hand saw. 


Se 


Andy, we are all very proud of you and i i 
publicly thank you for bein 
wonderful volunteer, We appreciate your efforts. : seas 


Sincerely, 


THE CITY OF IA 
Gs . 


~ 
‘ 
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By Jodie Willson 


Andy Honcharenko 
of Astoria spent over a 
year renovating a 1905 
Monarch pool table for 
the Astoria Senior Cen- 
ter, and he currently is 
doing the same to a 
1915 Edison phono- 
graph. Yet he insists 
he's not a woodwork- 
ing man, "I was in met- 
alwork; woodwork is 
not my cup of tea." 

Anyone who has 
seen his work does not 
believe him. 

The pool table was 
originally donated to 
the senior center from 
the Astoria Fraternal 
Order of the Eagles. "It 
was in sad shape," 
Honcharenko recalled. 
"I had never in my life 
worked on a pool table. 
I hadn't even played 
pool until about three 


years ago." 

However, with some 
persuasion from the 
people at the center, 
Honcharenko took on 
the project. To start, he 
had to take everything 
apart, which he said 
wasn't easy because the 
three slates that make 
up the top of the table 
weigh about 300 
pounds a piece. Then 
all the wood had to be 
sanded, primered and 
refinished. 

"There were many 
times I thought maybe 
they'd forget about it 
and I'd just go home 
and forget about it too 
— but I couldn't stop." 
Honcharenko said peo- 
ple would come into 
the center and tell him 
how nicely the table 
was going, so he could 
not stop working on it. 

Little by little he kept 


IT WAS HARD WORK, BUT SOMEBODY 
HAD TO DO IT — Andy Honcharenko dis- 


plays the 1905 Monarch poo! table he restored. | 


on. He eventually put 
all new oak veneer on 
the sides, polished the 
rusted buttons, and re- 
placed the leather bil- 
liard pockets. There al- 
so was a problem of 
most of the original di- 
amonds being missing 
from the rail. To solve 
this, Honcharenko filed 
and made all new dia- 
monds from real ivory 
piano keys — eighteen 
of them. 

A plaque now rests 
in the rail stating the 
restoration was com- 
pleted in 1988 by Andy 
Honchrenko. "When 
they put my name on 
there — that was good 
enough pay," he said. 

Then the people at 
the center came to 
Andy with a box of 
parts and pieces of 
wood belonging to a 
1915 Edison Amberola 
75 phonograph. Bar- 
bara Darby, co-coordi- 
nator of the center, said 
she asked him to do it 
because of the wonder- 
ful work he'd done on 
the pool table, but 
Honcharenko wasn't 
interested. He said he 
told Barbara, "It's not 
my piece of cake — 


throw at the junk 


pilex, 
Somehow, though, 
she convinced him, be- 
cause in August Hon- 
charenko started the re- 
building and refinish- 
ing of the cylinder 
phonograph. "It will 
take me another six 
months before I get 
through. I work when I 
feel like it,” he said. 


> 
an 
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The Amberola was 
willed to the center by 
Don Sack, who died in 
1986. Sack willed all 
his personal belongings 
to the center, along 
with several thousand 
dollars that went into 
the endowment fund. 

All the pieces were 
in a box unassembled, 
but the actual phono- 
graph parts were all 
present. However, the 
cabinet was missing 
the top and side wood 
grills, so Honcharenko 
went to a local cabinet 
shop to use the jigsaw 
machine and made the 
grills himself. He also 
plans to make a lid for 
the top and three draw- 
ers for the inside to 
hold the music cylin- 
ders. Sack's belongings 
included about 40 of 
the cylinders, which 
look like a toilet tissue 
roll with a record 
wrapped around it. 

Like the pool table, 
Honcharenko said all 
the wood of the cabinet 
needed to have the 
paint removed, be 
sanded, primered, and 
re-painted. He then 
glued all the oak pieces 
back together, and put a 
mahogany veneer over 
it. 

Also, the metal on 
the speaker was rusted 
and needed to be 
stripped, sanded and 
painted. Honcharenko’ S 
goal — to make it "so 
it looks original." 


cont. on Page 4 


» Astoria senior claims he's a metals man, but « 
you should see his wood refinishing works 


EXACT REPLICAS — Each of these 
Ford models and the farm equipment in 
Honcharenko's collection have the exact 
frame, spring axel, wheels, etc. of the origi- 
nals — scaled down to size. All the parts are 
made from scrap metal, and even the rubber 
tires are hand-made. The revitalized train 
set is in the background. 

(Signal photos by Jodie Willson) 


1915 EDISON AMBEROLA 75 — 

Shortly after this cylinder Amberola was 

made, Edison came out with the disk phon- 

graphs. It won't be long before the restora- 

tion is completed and ready for a test play. A 

cylinder with the song "A Broken Doll" waits 

for the trial. All Honcharenko's work takes 
place in a workshop in the back of the 

Astoria Senior Center. He brought all his 

tools from home and keeps them there. 


All Honcharenko's work takes 


graphs. It won't be long before the restora- 
place in a workshop in the back of the 


tion is completed and ready for a test play. A 
cylinder with the song "A Broken Doll” waits 
Astoria Senior Center. He brought all his 


made, Edison came out with the disk phon- 
tools. from home and keeps them there. 


Shortly after this cylinder Amberola was » 


to be 
for the trial. 


stripped, sanded and 
painted. Honcharenko's 


ing of the cylinder goal — to make it "so 
cont. on Page 4 


Also, the metal on 
the speaker was rusted 
and needed 
it looks original." 


Somehow, though, 
she convinced him, be- 
cause in August Hon- 
charenko started the re- 
take me another six 
months before I get 
through. I work when I 
feel like it," he said. 


building and refinish- 
phonograph. "It will 


« 


HAD TO DO IT — Andy Honcharenko dis- 


IT WAS HARD WORK, BUT SOMEBODY 
plays the 1905 Monarch pool table he restored. 


Wood worker — cont. 


_cont. from Page 1 


He learned of a man 
in Banks, Oregon who 
had the same type of 
Amberola. This man 
sent Honcharenko lit- 
erature with pictures of 
the phonograph to give 
him something to work 
by in rebuilding and 
re-assembling the 
parts. 

The literature said 
the Edison Amberola 
75 was introduced be- 
tween June and August 
of 1915, and sold for 
$75. Three years later, 
the value had increased 
to $100. Honcharenko 
said he can't even 
imagine what the 
phonograph will be 
worth once he's fin- 
ished. He hinted that 
he might have it ap- 

raised, just for the 

eck of it. 

Honcharenko came 
to Astoria in 1941; his 
trade was auto body 
work and painting. He 
is now 74 and retired, 
but the refinishing 
work for the center 
keeps him busy, as 
does his true hobby — 
building exact replicas 
of Model "A" Fords 
and farm equipment. 

Working from blue- 
prints and literature of 
the original machines, 
Honcharenko_ hand- 
makes every part from 
scrap metal. He said he 
uses no "kit" model 
parts, nor are any parts 
purchased, (except for 
items like plastic hors- 
es to atttach to the 
wagons for show.) 

He said the scrap 
metal pieces are weld- 
ed and ball hammered 
to curve the metal, like 
for the fenders. Each 
piece is fitted to make 
each model to exact 


detail as the real units, 
and every part can be 
taken apart as the real 
machine can. "I tried to 
detail everything to the 
original," he said. 

ther than the mod- 
els being a smaller 
size, they literally look 
the real units. Every 
door handle works to 
open the door, gear 
shifts move, and spring 
axels and wheels move 
by turning the steering 
wheel. Every part was 
also sand blasted, 
primed, and painted to 
the exact color of the 
real thing, he said. 

"The only thing is, I 
have to push it — it 
won't run by itself," 
Honcharenko said. 

The replicas — a 
1928, a 1931, and a 
1932 Ford "A" Pickup, 
a 1928 "AA" Ford 
Truck, and numerous 
farm equipment ma- 
chines — are on dis- 
play at the senior cen- 
ter, but belong to Hon- 
charenko, whereas the 
pool table and phono- 
graph belong to the 
center. 

He said he completes 
about one machine a 
year, and now has 13 
in the collection he be- 
gan in the early 70's. "I 
always wanted to own 


them (the actual 
Fords), but I was too 
young." 


As if all that wasn't 
enough, the center had 
an old train set in the 
back room that needed 
to be cleaned up and 
have the "set" rebuilt. 
It too is now a finished 
masterpiece on display 
at the center. Explained 
Honcharenko, "They 
roped me into doing 
that too." 


| By LEONARD;:LUND - SG BAN 
Oa —, Staff Writer f 
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Ore., a native of Max who spends his 
summers in North Dakota, has been 
recongized by 
Clatsop County, 
Ore., commis- 
sioners and the 
Friends of Mari- 
ners Center for 
helping Soviet 
seamen on. their 
marathon shop- 
ping excursions. 
“How many 
zeta times -have you 
Honcharenko hustled Bieta 
mariners into the Mariners Center? 
Or shared a game of pool or some 
conversation? More times than we 
can count!” said Deborah A. Boone, 
county board chairman. 

“Andy, no one has been as faith- 
ful, as conscientious or as cheerful 
as you over the past several months 
of Soviet ship visits. Although many 
‘Mariners Center volunteers know of 
your dedication and enthusiasm, 
few of us have properly recognized 
your efforts. 

_ “So here it is again. Thank you, 
Andy! What a guy! 

“Without you, our ability to meet 
mariners, especially Russians, 
would be sadly diminished.” 

Honcharenko, 74, an ethnic Ukrai- 
tian, has spent his summers in Max 
since retiring 12 years ago as an 
auto body repairman. 

Soviet seamen, who fish along the 
northwestern coast of the Pacific, 
-often call in Astoria, where Honar- 

_enko meets and takes care of them 
“as guests. 

Honarchaenko’s contacts with So- 

viet seamen also were recognized in 
a letter from Mykola Chepovetsky, 
a member of the staff of News from 
Ukraine in Kief. 

Chepovetsky wrote from the SIME 
et Union: 

“Judging by your letters to NFU 
(News from Ukraine) and your 
meetings with the crews of Soviet 

- vessels calling in Astoria you can be 

_well called a goodwill ambassador 
‘promoting friendship between the 
USSR and _ the US. ©. 

“Your chaperoning of Soviet sea- 
men certainly has its positive effect 
on your guests for you help them 
learn more about the distant but 
friendly country’ America.”- 

Honcharenko takes pleasure in his 


Soviet contacts: “Whenever a Soviet . 


vessel comes to Astoria, I feel very 
jroud to have a chance to welcome 
he Soviet sailors and to show them 
around the city or to help them one 
way or another.” 

NFU said Honcharenko is one of 
many Americans who want to live 
and friendship with Soviet people. 

. Matrioshka dolls from the Soviet 
Far East were sent by Soviet sea- 


aller Une Of tneir 


Said NFU: “Possibly these little 


/ toys will-acquaint the children with 
Andrew  Pontnarenee: Astoria, 


this country. It is good that it begins 
from childhood when hearts are 
open to kindness, truth and justice. 
The seeds of truth sown in childhood 


will yield a good crop in adulthood. 


Hopefully, these children. wouldn't 
regard the distant country situated 
in another hemisphere as ‘the ‘evil 
empire’ and associate the phrase 
‘the Russians are coming’ with Sovi- 
et tanks,.as was the case with many 
adults in that country at one time.” 

Honcharenko also was recognized 
in January by the Astoria City Coun- 


cil for voluntéer service at the As- | 


toria City council. 

During the past year Honchar- 
enko has restored a model railroad 
that had donated by the former As- 
toria Clinic, a project that took 250 
hours. He also spent 600 hours refur- 


bishing a 1905 Brunswick pool table | 


donated by the Eagle Lodge and 
currently is restoring nine 1915 Edi- 
son phonographs. 

Because of the wonderful work he 
had done on the table, Honcharenko 


was asked to rebuild and refinish a | 


1915 Edison Amberola 75 phono- 
graph. 

All the pieces were unassembled 
in a box. All the parts were there 
but the cabinet lacked top and wide 
wood grills. Honcharenko went to a 
local cabinet shop where he made 
the grills with a jigsaw. 

He removed the paint, sanded, 
primered and repainted the cabinet, 
glued the oak pieces back together 
and covered them with a mohogany 
veneer. 

Metal on the speaker was 
stripped,. sanded -and painted to 
make it look like the original. 

Honcharenko, 74, has displayed a 
collection of scale-model automo- 
biles and farm equipment. He built 
models from scrap metals and scav- 
enged materials and plans to donate 
the collection to the center. 

He also regularly vacuums the 
center building, repairs the furni- 
ture and sets up the center. for mu- 
sic programs in which’ he 
participates by playing the violin, 
guitar, harmonica, piano and a hand 
saw. 

Honcharenko, who once hauled 
bundles at Max, spent more than 
two years building 13 1/20th scale 
Advance-Rumely models of cars, 
tractors and a thresher. He made 
exact duplicates’ without even .a 
lathe, just a vise, hacksaw, pliers, 
hammer, drills, welding torch and 
spray gun. 

Wheel rims are made from ex- 
haust pipe, pulleys from water 
pipes, rivets from nail heads and the 
steam engine governor from his 
wife’s beads. 

He has displayed his models at 
the State Fair in Minot fgr the past 
six years and for the 75th’anniversa- 


OO) 0. a 


THANK YOU — Andy Honcharinko (I.) re- 
-ceives a plate from Astoria Mayor Edith 


Henningsgaard. Ave. 1789 
Honcharinko honored 


Andy Honcharinko 
supports the Astoria 
Senor Center in many 
ways. 

He has refinished 
the pool tables, re- 
paired an antique vic- 
trola, and donated his 
collection of antique 
vehicles for a perma- 
nent display. And, he 
supports the center 
monetarily. 

In early November, 


-Honcharinko donated 
'$1,000, becoming the 


center's first "Fellow." 
Only the interest accu- 
mulated by the endow- 
ment fund is used to 
keep the center run- 
ning, according to 


Barbara Darby, co-di- 
rector of the center. To 
become a "Fellow," 
one must donate 
$1,000 to the fund. 

Astoria Mayor Edith 
Henningsgaard and 
the center staff pre- 
sented Honcharinko 
with a pewter plate 
bearing the Astoria 
City insignia. And,- 
Honcharinko may 
chose an elder hostel 
in which to take part, 
free of charge. 

"I do this because I 
want to and I like to," 
Honcharinko said up- 
on receiving the 
awards. "I want to be a 
useful citizen." 


—_ 


|, 


ON DISPLAY AT THE SENIOR CENTER, ANDY HONCHARENKO HOLDING A PLAQUE 
NYICH WAS AWARDED FROM THE CITY OF ASTOIA FOR HIS VOLUNTEER WORK, 
ON THE WALL iS AN OA SHOW CASE ANDY MADE TO DISPLAY HIS 1° MODELS 
WHICH HE BUILT. ON THE LEFT IS A 1915 CYLINDER PHONOGRAPH WHICH HE 
COMPLETLY RESTORED. 
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THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING — 
The Astoria Senior Center spent Thursday af- 
ternoon, April 13 honoring the many volun-- 
teers for their hard work and devotion to the 
center. The program was part of National Vol- 
unteers Week, which ran from April 10-14. 


The center, located at 1111 Exchange 


Sister Patricia McCann (pictured at left) Street, is funded by the city of Astoria and is 

was given a plaque, a sincere thanks and a for recreational uses only. In other words, it 

7 round of applause "in recognition of her out- is not a regular meal site. However, billiard 
standing ponn tions assistance and leadership in establishing the games and craft instruction abound there. 
Area Agency on Aging and the Astoria Senior Center." Pictured at the top is the weekly woodcarv- 
Volunteer Bill Clarke was not present at the ceremony, but he also ing class that is taught from 1-4 p.m. on 
was awarded a plaque for his operation of the ceramics program at Thursdays. (Signal photos by Jodie Willson) 


the center. 

Many other volunteers were thanked for their efforts, including Lila 
Ostrom, who for the last nine years has been maintaining the blood 
pressure cards for the seniors. 

After the awards and thanks were presented, seniors snacked on 
cake and ice cream. Pictured above right is the center's director, 


Barbara Darby, cutting the cake. 
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By ANDREA KENNET 
Of The Daily Astorian 

Four women who help keep things 
in order at the Astoria Public 
Library and a man who keeps 
things hopping at the Astoria Senior 
Center were recognized last week 
for their volunteer service. 

Joan David, Ella Hill, Jean 
McKinney, Bonnie Oathes and Andy 
Honcharenko received plaques and 
certificates in a brief ceremony at 
the Astoria City Council meeting 
Jan. 3. 

Although Volunteer Recognition 
Week is observed in April, city 
officials wanted to acknowledge the 
longstanding and exceptional ef- 
forts of the five volunteers, said 
Phyllis Gabel, the city govern- 
ment’s human resources director. 
The five together contribute 50 to 
200 hours each month and are 
responsible for projects that the 
city government would otherwise be 
unable to complete, she said. 

Bruce Berney, director of the 
Astoria Public Library, and Fred 
Lindstrom, who as the city’s parks 
and recreation director oversees 
the senior center, detailed each 
~ volunteer’s contributions, as 
follows: 

e Joan David is the library’s 
“most unsung hero” with no pre- 
vious public recognition and ‘yet 
she is as loyal a volunteer as there 
ever was,’’ Berney said. Since 
December 1981, David, a _pro- 
fessional artist, has spent three 
hours nearly every week sitting at a 
little ‘“‘kneehole”’ counter in the 
back room readying new books for 
circulation. She puts plastic jackets 
on the books, stamps in the owner- 
ship marks and pastes in date-due 
labels. 

_ © Ella Hill is the library’s special 
projects technician. In a few years, 


’overnment 


the list of jobs she has ac- 
complished is a yard long, Berney 
said. She has labeled all the boxes 
in the periodical storage area, all 
the children’s books, the adult card 
catalog, and bookshelf end panels. 
The also has filed cards and has 
done other related work. Without 
her, these jobs would stay on the 
to-do list a lot longer, he said. 


e Jean McKinney retired from the 
library staff 14 months ago, but she 
still works there, doing for free 
what she used to be paid to do. She 
is known for the ‘Bookshelf’ col- 
umn she wrote weekly for The Daily 
Astorian until recently. Berney now 
writes the column because 
McKinney is taking a sabbatical 
from her volunteer work. She also 


has coordinated the adult literary. 


discussion groups sponsored by the 
Astor Library Friends Association, 
of which she is a past president. 
“As our resident scholar, she has 
helped the library to retain its role 
as an intellectual center in the 
community,’’ Berney said. 

¢* Bonnie Oathes took over the 
massive newspaper indexing pro- 


Jean Bonnie 


McKinney 


ject five years ago from its in- 
itiator, Medora Svenson. She has 
averaged 50 hours a month typing 
and filing tens of thousands of cards 
so library patrons can easily find 
the information they are seeking in 
several newspapers. Through her 


work, she has absorbed a lot of local - 


history and she has been invaluable 
as a reference source for historians, 
genealogists and writers who come 
to the library for help. Also as a 
volunteer, she does research for the 
Astoria Historic Landmarks Com- 
mission, including the background 


work to put the Uniontown-Alameda 


Oathes 


honors five outstanding 


Andy 
Honcharenko 


Historic District on the National 
Register of Historic Places. She 
compiles the “Water Under the 
Bridge” history column which ap- 
pears weekly in The Daily Astorian. 

“Bonnie spends so much time at 
the library, she is really one of us, 
and her goals of public service 
greatly help us meet our goals,” 
Berney said. 

¢ Andy Honcharenko has shared 
his time, energy and many talents 
with the senior center since 1982, 
Lindstrom said. Among his con- 
tributions the past year, Hon- 
charenko finished restoring a model 


volunteers 


railroad that had been donated by 
the former Astoria Clinic. The 
project took 250 hours. He also 
spent 600 hours refurbishing a 1905 
Brunswick pool table donated by 
the Eagles Lodge. Currently he is 
restoring nine 1915 Edison phono- 
graphs. 

A retired auto body repairman, 
Honcharenko has displayed his un- 
usual collection of scale model 
automobiles and farm equipment - 


He built the models using scrap 
metals and scavenged materials. 
He plans to donate the collection to 
the center. 

He regularly vacuums the center 
building, repairs the furniture and 
sets up the center for music pro- 
grams in which he participates. He 
plays a variety of musical instru- 
ments, including violin, guitar, 
harmonica, piano and even a hand 
saw. = 


Hedy Marie 
Kiminki 
Cannery worker, 76 

Hedy Marie Kiminki, 76, of 
Oxnard, Calif., former longtime Asto- 
ria resident, died Saturday, April 17, 
1999, in Oxnard. 

Mrs. Kiminki was born May 27, 
1922, in Munich, Germany, to Joseph 
and Alice Gruber. She came to the 
United States in December 1925 with 
her parents and a sister and brother. 

Mrs. Kiminki grew up in 
Hoquiam, Wash. In 1938, she moved 
5 to Aberdeen, Wash., where she met 
Astoria native Orvie “Tibby” Kimin- 
ki. They married Nov. 27, 1943, and 
moved to Astoria. Mr. Kiminki died 
3 earlier. 

In Astoria, Mrs. Kiminki worked 
many years in the canneries. She was 
a member of First Lutheran Church, 
Clatsop Post 12 American Legion 
and the Astoria Eagles Aerie No. 
2189. 

She is survived by a sister, Anna 
Kopp of Longview, Wash.; a broth- 
er, Frank Gruber of Aberdeen; four 
children, Judy Bousquet of Bend, 
Arlene Klock of Ventura, Calif., Carl 
Kiminki of Renton, Wash., and Mark 
Kiminki of Astoria; nine grandchil- 
dren; and six great-grandchildren. 

At Mrs. Kiminki’s request no ser- 
vices will take place. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Astoria Senior Center 
or the American Diabetes Associa- 
tion. 


Seniors socialize, play 
_ at Astoria Senor Center 


mae 


PINOCHLE PLAYERS — Dorothy Jacob, Lilian Hermanson , Ola 
Labiske, and Almeda Oltmanns, all of Astoria, face off in a game of 
pinochle at Astoria Senior Center on Thursday, Nov. 9. The Astoria 
e Be Senior Center, located on Exchange Street in Astoria, offer many ac- 


| tivities for the senior citizens. On Nov. 9, lva Mae Honcharinko an 
LINING UP A SHOT —Hashim Shawa (r.) concentrates on a shot by | : 


Mae Wheeler, along with several other ladies, sat at one table work- 


while Andy Honcharinko waits his turn in a friendly pool match ing on ceramic Christmas ornaments. 


Thursday, Nov. 9. The pair play quite often at Astoria Senior Center. 
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POSSEDIMENTI INGLESI — yp 

1. Alto Cafiada’. = SE 
2. Basso Canada’. in. ‘<i 
3. Nuoya Scozia 

4. NuoGVo Brunsvich. 

0. Terra- nuova . 

6. Capo Bretone 

Z Isola del prince Odoardo 
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